THE AGENDA

YOUR CURATED GUIDE TO CULTURE IN THE CAPITAL

Words: Anna Prendergast
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ANTONY GORMLEY’S MOST
AMBITIOUS EXHIBITION IN
A DECADE

From the life-sized figure that
appears to walk on water

during high tide in the Thames
(rumoured to be owned by
actor lan Mckellen, from whose
living room the statue is visible)
to the Angel of the North,
Antony Gormley’s contemporary
sculptures have always drawn on
elemental materials and played
with the concept of scale. The
Royal Academy will be shedding
light on rarely-seen early works
from the 1970s and 1980s and
guiding attendees through
immersive installations.

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
MATRIX II, 2014, PHOTO: CHARLES DUPRAT;
EARTH, BODY, LIGHT, 1989; LOST HORIZON |,
2008, PHOTO: STEPHEN WHITE; BODY AND
FRUIT, 1991/93, PHOTO: JAN UVELIUS; ALL
IMAGES ©ANTONY GORMLEY

21 September 21 - 3 December,
£18, Royal Academy, Burlington
House, Piccadilly, Mayfair, W1J,
royalacademy.org.uk
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AN INTIMATE COLLECTION OF
WORKS BY POET, PAINTER AND
PRINTMAKER WILLIAM BLAKE

The Tate will be recreating
William Blake’s first (and only)
solo exhibition, which was held
in 1809 at a room above his
brother’s shop. While the public’s
negative reaction was not what
Blake hoped, and sent him into

recluse for years, more than
200 years later this exhibition
underlines his posthumous
success as an artist, rather than
a poet alone. It’s the largest
show of Blake’s paintings,
watercolours and prints, with
more than 300 works on display.

11 September _ 2 February,
from £5 for children and £17 for
adults, Tate Britain, Millbank,
Westminster, SWIP,

tate.org.uk
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UNSEEN PHOTOGRAPHS OF DAVID
BOWIE'S ICONIC ALBUM SHOOT

On 1 October, photographer Markus Klinko
will reveal a series of unseen polaroids of
the late David Bowie at Tramp club, where
the shapeshifting musician was a regular.
Ziggy Stardust fans might recognise

the series of images from the singer’s
album Heathen, in which Bowie took on
the character of a blind man, and his GQ
October 2002 cover, both of which were
taken by Klinko. The exhibition will be
open to the public at Hampstead’s Zebra
One Gallery for a month after the launch.

From 2 October, Zebra One Gallery,
1 Perrin’s Court, NW3, zebraonegallery.com
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EVITA COMES TO THE OPEN-AIR
THEATRE IN ONE OF LONDON'S
LOVELIEST GREEN SPACES

‘On this night of a thousand stars/
let me take you to heaven’s door/
where the music of love’s guitar/
plays forever more,” sings Migaldi
to Evita. Watch the story of Eva
Peron unfold under your very own
night of a thousand stars (and

likely some clouds - this is London,

after all) at the Regent’s Park
Open Air Theatre. Tim Rice and

Andrew Lloyd-Weber’s soundtrack
tells the story of the Argentine
political figure who created divide
and discourse throughout her
country, with choreography by
Fabian Aloise and set design by
Soutra Gilmour. It’s a familiar tale
that, retold by a fresh-faced cast
navigating Gilmour’s bleachers
with West-End finesse, feels
heartbreakingly relevant. Tickets
are selling fast; this too, won’t play
forever more.

Until 21 September, from £25,
Regent’s Park, Inner Circle, NW1
openairtheatre.com
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GLASTONBURY MEETS NIGHT
AT THE MUSEM AT LONDON'S
EMERGE FESTIVAL

Ever chastised yourself for
missing all the cool new artists
at a festival in favour of Ed
Sheeran? This month, Emerge
Festival will take all the best
rising artists from the UK’s music
and performing arts scenes and
present them on stages across
the capital. From Glastonbury’s
Croissant Neuf stage comes
trippy sax-led quartet Ishmael
Ensemble; while Mr Gee who
‘has poems, will travel’ hails from
Russell Brand’s Radio Show.
There are also body positivity
workshops with acclaimed
author Bryony Gordon, a lively
evening dedicated to the female
anatomy led by The Vagina
Museum and provocative
storytelling by the Masala
Monologues, plus performances
by Poppy Ajudha (right) and
Ady Suleiman (above).

27-28 September, from £15,
emergefestival.co.uk
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THE UNMISSABLE FLEABAG LIVE
IN LONDON

Tickets for the stage adaptation

of Fleabag sold quicker than
Glastonbury (probably), but don’t
despair - this side-splitting one-
woman show will be broadcast live
from the West End theatre into
cinemas on its penultimate night in
London. The filthy, funny, fourth-
wall-breaking Phoebe Waller-
Bridge, who writes, directs and
stars in the on-stage performance,
has sold out in New York and in
London, but National Theatre Live
gives fans the chance to see the
show in real time. It’s relatable
content in all its painful, perceptive
glory, tackling sex and sisterhood
with appearances by animals such
as in-laws and guinea pigs.

12 September, tickets vary per
cinema ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk
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LONDON FASHION WEEK
OPENS ITS DOORS TO THE
PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME

In February 2010, Burberry
positioned itself ahead of the
zeitgeist when it became the
first design house to live-
stream its Autumn/Winter
show in 3D. Almost a decade
on, influencers, technology and
time have continued to blur the
boundaries between consumers,
creators and tastemakers.

In July, the British Fashion
Council confirmed that this
September’s London Fashion
Week would be the first to open
its doors to the public, who can
purchase tickets to an immersive
experience including catwalk
shows, installations, panels and
exhibits. As for the names to
know? Eftychia Karamolegkou
takes cues from traditional
men’s tailoring and (at time of
press) was shortlisted for this
year’'s LVMH prize and is the
BFC’s NEWGEN ‘One To Watch'’.
Previous names supported by
the initiative include Wales
Bonner, Molly Goddard and
Richard Quinn.

13-17 September, £135,
londonfashionweek.co.uk
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